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An introductory guide to arguably the most famous and influential work of philosophy ever
written, Plato's Republic In Plato's Republic, Socrates contends that philosophers make the best
rulers because only they behold with their mind's eye the eternal and purely intelligible Forms of
the Just, the Noble, and the Good. When, in addition, these men and women are endowed with a
vast array of moral, intellectual, and personal virtues and are appropriately educated, surely no
one could doubt the wisdom of entrusting to them the governance of cities. Although it is widely-
and reasonably-assumed that all the Republic's philosophers are the same, Roslyn Weiss argues
in this boldly original book that the Republic actually contains two distinct and irreconcilable
portrayals of the philosopher. According to Weiss, Plato's two paradigms of the philosopher are
the "philosopher by nature" and the "philosopher by design." Philosophers by design, as the
allegory of the Cave vividly shows, must be forcibly dragged from the material world of pleasure
to the sublime realm of the intellect, and from there back down again to the "Cave" to rule the
beautiful city envisioned by Socrates and his interlocutors. Yet philosophers by nature, described
earlier in the Republic, are distinguished by their natural yearning to encounter the transcendent
realm of pure Forms, as well as by a willingness to serve others-at least under appropriate
circumstances. In contrast to both sets of philosophers stands Socrates, who represents a third
paradigm, one, however, that is no more than hinted at in the Republic. As a man who not only
loves "what is" but is also utterly devoted to the justice of others-even at great personal cost-
Socrates surpasses both the philosophers by design and the philosophers by nature. By shedding
light on an aspect of the Republic that has escaped notice, Weiss's new interpretation will
challenge Plato scholars to revisit their assumptions about Plato's moral and political philosophy.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original



artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may
contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant. When Plato set his dialogs,
written texts were disseminated primarily by performance and recitation. He wrote them,
however, when literacy was expanding. Jill Frank argues that there are unique insights to be
gained from appreciating Plato’s dialogs as written texts to be read and reread. At the center of
these insights are two distinct ways of learning to read in the dialogs. One approach that appears
in the Statesman, Sophist, and Protagoras, treats learning to read as a top-down affair, in which
authoritative teachers lead students to true beliefs. Another, recommended by Socrates,
encourages trial and error and the formation of beliefs based on students’ own fallible
experiences. In all of these dialogs, learning to read is likened to coming to know or understand
something. Given Plato’s repeated presentation of the analogy between reading and coming to
know, what can these two approaches tell us about his dialogs’ representations of philosophy and
politics? With Poetic Justice, Jill Frank overturns the conventional view that the Republic
endorses a hierarchical ascent to knowledge and the authoritarian politics associated with that
philosophy. When learning to read is understood as the passive absorption of a teacher’s beliefs,
this reflects the account of Platonic philosophy as authoritative knowledge wielded by
philosopher kings who ruled the ideal city. When we learn to read by way of the method Socrates
introduces in the Republic, Frank argues, we are offered an education in ethical and political self-
governance, one that prompts citizens to challenge all claims to authority, including those of
philosophy. The essays in this volume provide a picture of the most interesting, puzzling, and
provoking aspects of Plato's Republic. Long regarded as the most accurate rendering of Plato's
Republic that has yet been published, this widely acclaimed work is the first strictly literal
translation of a timeless classic. This second edition includes a new introduction by Professor
Bloom, whose careful translation and interpretation of The Republic was first published in 1968.
In addition to the corrected text itself there is also a rich and valuable essay—as well as
indexes—which will better enable the reader to approach the heart of Plato's intention. An instant
classic and eerily prescient cultural phenomenon, from “the patron saint of feminist dystopian
fiction” (New York Times). Now an award-winning Hulu series starring Elizabeth Moss. In this
multi-award-winning, bestselling novel, Margaret Atwood has created a stunning Orwellian
vision of the near future. This is the story of Offred, one of the unfortunate “Handmaids” under
the new social order who have only one purpose: to breed. In Gilead, where women are
prohibited from holding jobs, reading, and forming friendships, Offred’ s persistent memories of
life in the “time before” and her will to survive are acts of rebellion. Provocative, startling,
prophetic, and with Margaret Atwood’s devastating irony, wit, and acute perceptive powers in
full force, The Handmaid’s Tale is at once a mordant satire and a dire warning. Focus
Philosophical Library's edition of Plato's Republic is an English translation of one of the most
intellectually important works in Western philosophy and political theory. This dialogue includes
Socrates and others discussing the definition of justice, the theory of forms and the immortality
of the soul. The Republic is a Socratic dialogue, written by Plato around 380 BC, concerning the



definition of justice, the order and character of the just city-state and the just man-for this reason,
ancient readers used the name On Justice as an alternative title (not to be confused with the
spurious dialogue also titled On Justice). The dramatic date of the dialogue has been much
debated and though it might have taken place some time during the Peloponnesian War, "there
would be jarring anachronisms if any of the candidate specific dates between 432 and 404 were
assigned". It is Plato's best-known work and has proven to be one of the most intellectually and
historically influential works of philosophy and political theory. In it, Socrates along with
various Athenians and foreigners discuss the meaning of justice and examine whether or not the
just man is happier than the unjust man by considering a series of different cities coming into
existence "in speech", culminating in a city called Kallipolis, which is ruled by philosopher-
kings; and by examining the nature of existing regimes. The participants also discuss the theory
of forms, the immortality of the soul, and the roles of the philosopher and of poetry in society.
The Republic is Plato's most complete and incisive work - a detailed study of the problem of how
best to ensure that justice exists in a real society, rather than as merely the product of an idealized
philosophical construct. The work considers several competing definitions of justice, and looks
closely not only at what exactly a "just life" should be, but also at the ways in which society can
organise itself in ways that maximise the opportunities for every member to live justly. Much of
the discussion is via imagined dialogues, giving Plato the opportunity to deploy the tools of
Socratic debate to remarkable effect; nowhere else, it can be argued, is the Socratic dialectic
better exemplified than in The Republic. In large measure, Plato's success is the product of the
acute analytical ability that he demonstrates throughout his surviving oeuvre. No one is better at
understanding the relationships between the various parts of a successful argument than Plato,
and The Republic also demonstrates the Greek philosopher has few peers when it comes to
looking for and highlighting the core assumptions that underlie an argument. The demolition of
competing views that Plato puts into the mouth of Socrates is based on a series of relentless
interventions and counter-examples that this mastery makes possible. Combining analytical skills
with great powers of reasoning to produce a well-structured solution that deals emphatically with
counter-arguments, Plato crafts one of the most enduring works of philosophy in the entire
western canon. Vondel Translation Prize Shortlist A gripping academic novel about deception
and self-deception, ambition, the love of history as entertainment, and the hunt for the perfect
enemy. Josip Brik, larger-than-life pop philosopher, Hitler studies expert, and TV historian, has
always found himself more attracted to the fictional representation of history than to history
itself. When Brik falls from a hotel window in Amsterdam, the number one mourner is Friso de
Vos, a young academic who has been Brik’s right-hand man. However, Friso is forced to watch
from the sidelines as his countryman Philip de Vries, whom he has never heard of, is interviewed
again and again in the newspapers, and even on TV, about “his mentor,” Josip Brik. When a
large symposium for historians is organized in Vienna, Friso sees his opportunity to set the
record straight and begins to impersonate Philip, with dangerous and hilarious results. With a
playful mix of literary and pop culture references, this novel immerses us in the world of the
global intelligentsia, where the truth counts for less than what is said about it. Joost de Vries has
written a biting academic satire, an absurd and exceptionally intelligent tale. In this timely work,
former U.S. Senator Gary Hart argues for the Jeffersonian roots of homeland security. The Laws
is Plato's last, longest, and perhaps, most famous work. It presents a conversation on political
philosophy between three elderly men: an unnamed Athenian, a Spartan named Megillus, and a
Cretan named Clinias. They worked to create a constitution for Magnesia, a new Cretan colony
that would make all of its citizens happy and virtuous. In this work, Plato combines political
philosophy with applied legislation, going into great detail concerning what laws and procedures



should be in the state. For example, they consider whether drunkenness should be allowed in the
city, how citizens should hunt, and how to punish suicide. The principles of this book have
entered the legislation of many modern countries and provoke a great interest of philosophers
even in the 21st century. Alain Badiou is probably the most widely read and influential
philosophy in France today. This is his innovative reimagining of one of the most well-known
and widely discussed texts in the history of philosophy - Plato's Republic. It is not a
straightforward translation of Plato's text but rather an adaptation of it for our time.
Understanding Plato’s Republic is an accessible introduction to the concepts of justice that
inform Plato’s Republic, elucidating the ancient philosopher's main argument that we would be
better off leading just lives rather than unjust ones Provides a much needed up to date discussion
of The Republic's fundamental ideas and Plato's main argument Discusses the unity and
coherence of The Republic as a whole Written in a lively style, informed by over 50 years of
teaching experience Reveals rich insights into a timeless classic that holds remarkable relevance
to the modern world The Greek philosopher Plato was born in Athens in 428 B.C. He created
dramatic dialogues, probably intended for oral performance, but seldom presented in that format
until Agora Publications launched this series of dramatizations in 1994. The Republic explores
most of the fundamental questions of philosophy, beginning with a search for how to define
justice, moving to a quest for a model of the best possible human community, and concluding
with reflections on the immortality of the soul. Toward the end of the astonishing period of
Athenian creativity that furnished Western civilization with the greater part of its intellectual,
artistic, and political wealth, Plato wrote The Republic, his discussion of the nature and meaning
of justice and of the ideal state and its ruler. All subsequent European thinking about these
subjects owes its character, directly or indirectly, to this most famous (and most accessible) of
the Platonic dialogues. Although he describes a society that looks to some like the ideal human
community and to others like a totalitarian nightmare, in the course of his description Plato raises
enduringly relevant questions about politics, art, education, and the general conduct of life. The
translation is by A. D. Lindsay. The newest deluxe edition in the bestselling Capstone Classics
Series This ancient classic has had a make-over. In recent years these Capstone Classic deluxe
editions have caught the book buying public's imagination. The volumes of international
bestsellers such as Think and Grow Rich and The Art of War have quickly become the market
leaders. Now Plato's best known work, one of the most intellectually and historically influential
works of philosophy and political theory, has been brought to life in this luxury, hardback, keep-
sake edition. This edition includes: Plato's plans for a perfect society characterised by a blend of
wisdom, courage, self-discipline and justice Lessons to learn about living according to eternal
truths, instead of existing simply for survival and pleasure A new introduction by Tom Butler
Bowdon, the classic personal development expert In one remarkable quarter-century, thirteen
quarrelsome colonies were transformed into a nation. Edmund S. Morgan's classic account of the
Revolutionary period shows how the challenge of British taxation started the Americans on a
search for constitutional principles to protect their freedom and eventually led to the Revolution.
Morgan demonstrates that these principles were not abstract doctrines of political theory but
grew instead out of the immediate needs and experiences of the colonists. They were held with
passionate conviction, and incorporated, finally, into the constitutions of the new American states
and of the United States. Though the basic theme of the book and his assessment of what the
Revolution achieved remain the same, Morgan has updated the revised edition of "The Birth of
the Republic" (1977) to include some textual and stylistic changes as well as a substantial
revision of the Bibliographic Note. Edmund S. Morgan is Sterling Professor of History emeritus
at Yale University. His many books include "The Gentle Puritan: A Life of Ezra Stiles; The



Challenge of the American Revolution; " and "Inventing the People: The Rise of Popular
Sovereignty in England and America." In this book a distinguished philosopher offers a
comprehensive interpretation of Plato's most controversial dialogue. Treating the Republic as a
unity and focusing on the dramatic form as the presentation of the argument, Stanley Rosen
challenges earlier analyses of the Republic (including the ironic reading of Leo Strauss and his
disciples) and argues that the key to understanding the dialogue is to grasp the author's intention
in composing it, in particular whether Plato believed that the city constructed in the Republic is
possible and desirable. Rosen demonstrates that the fundamental principles underlying the just
city are theoretically attractive but that the attempt to enact them in practice leads to conceptual
incoherence and political disaster. The Republic, says Rosen, is a vivid illustration of the
irreconcilability of philosophy and political practice. A dialogue attempting to apply Plato's
principles of philosophy to political affairs. Covers his vision of an ideal state. An indispensable
primary source in medieval political philosophy is presented here in a fully annotated translation
of the celebrated discussion of the Republic by the twelfth-century Andalusian Muslim
philosopher. Provides a fresh and comprehensive account of the most frequently read work of
Greek philosophy. It is an excellent book – highly intelligent, interesting and original. Expressing
high philosophy in a readable form without trivialising it is a very difficult task and McAleer
manages the task admirably. Plato is, yet again, intensely topical in the chaotic and confused
world in which we are now living. Philip Allott, Professor Emeritus of International Public Law
at Cambridge University This book is a lucid and accessible companion to Plato’s Republic,
throwing light upon the text’s arguments and main themes, placing them in the wider context of
the text’s structure. In its illumination of the philosophical ideas underpinning the work, it
provides readers with an understanding and appreciation of the complexity and literary artistry of
Plato’s Republic. McAleer not only unpacks the key overarching questions of the text – What is
justice? And Is a just life happier than an unjust life? – but also highlights some fascinating,
overlooked passages which contribute to our understanding of Plato’s philosophical thought.
Plato’s 'Republic': An Introduction offers a rigorous and thought-provoking analysis of the text,
helping readers navigate one of the world’s most influential works of philosophy and political
theory. With its approachable tone and clear presentation, it constitutes a welcome contribution
to the field, and will be an indispensable resource for philosophy students and teachers, as well as
general readers new to, or returning to, the text. An indie musician reeling from tragedy and a
public breakdown reconnects with her father on a weeklong cruise in “a pitch-perfect story about
the ways we recover love in the strangest places” (Rebecca Serle, bestselling author of In Five
Years) “The characters are drawn with a generosity that allows them to be wrong but also right,
loving but also prone to missteps, and ultimately deserving of a resolution that’s full of
hope.”—Linda Holmes, New York Times bestselling author of Evvie Drake Starts Over ONE
OF THE MOST ANTICIPATED BOOKS OF 2022—BookPage Right after the sudden death of
her mother—her first and most devoted fan—and just before the launch of her high-stakes
sophomore album, Greta James falls apart on stage. The footage quickly goes viral and she stops
playing, her career suddenly in jeopardy—the kind of jeopardy her father, Conrad, has always
predicted; the kind he warned her about when he urged her to make more practical choices with
her life. Months later, Greta—still heartbroken and very much adrift—reluctantly agrees to
accompany Conrad on the Alaskan cruise her parents had booked to celebrate their fortieth
anniversary. It could be their last chance to heal old wounds in the wake of shared loss. But the
trip will also prove to be a voyage of discovery for them both, and for Ben Wilder, a charming
historian, onboard to lecture about The Call of the Wild, who is struggling with a major upheaval
in his own life. As Greta works to build back her confidence and Ben confronts an uncertain



future, they find themselves drawn to and relying on each other. It’s here in this unlikeliest of
places—at sea, far from the packed city venues where she usually plays and surrounded by the
stunning scenery of Alaska—Greta will finally confront the choices she’s made, the heartbreak
she’s suffered, and the family hurts that run deep. In the end, she’ll have to decide what her path
forward might look like—and how to find her voice again. Learn the Fundamental Philosophies
from Socrates, the Famous Ancient Greek Philosopher Update: 3rd Edition on Sept 19, 2016 -
With Added Content! Get it Now Before the Price Increases! ~BONUS RIGHT AFTER THE
CONCLUSION - ACT NOW BEFORE GONE! You've come to the right place to learn about
Life & Philosophy Socrates is perhaps the most celebrated of all ancient philosophers. Credited
as a founder father of Western philosophy, he is well known for his dialogues with his students
and for thinking in terms of ethics and morals. He was also the mentor of other famous Greek
philosophers, such as Plato and Xenophon. Socrates was an honest thinker that wanted his
students to think of the answers themselves, instead of having the teacher provide the solution.
He was also a strong advocate of justice. He took his last stand by accepting Athenian law of
being sentenced to death, instead of fleeing for his life. Socrates is truly a remarkable human
being worth examining. In this book, we will discover who Socrates was, what he stood for, and
the lessons the taught us throughout his life time. His concepts of virtues will be discussed in full
detail, and his best theories will be explained once and for all. Here's a Preview of What You
Will Learn * What made Socrates different from other philosophers of his time? * Why did other
philosophers oppose him? * How Greek law influenced Socrates' thinking * The Socratic
Method explained * Why is an unexamined life not worth living? * and much much more!
DOWNLOAD NOW! Scroll up to Buy with One-Click! Outrageous, unfashionable, politically
incorrect though many of Plato's opinions undoubtedly are, we should not just dismiss them as
thoughts now unthinkable, but think through them, recognising the force of the arguments that
led Plato to enunciate them and consider the counter-arguments he might have marshalled to
meet contemporary objections. This book encourages today's students to engage in Plato's
thought, grapple with Plato's arguments, and explore the relevance of his arguments in
contemporary terms. A text only comes alive if we make it our own; Plato's great work The
Republic, often reads as though it were addressing the problems of the day rather than those of
ancient Athens. Treating The Republic as a whole and offering a comprehensive introduction to
Plato's arguments, Mitchell and Lucas draw students into an exploration of the relevance of
Plato's thought to our present ideas about politics, society and education, as well as the
philosophy of mathematics, science and religion. The authors bring The Republic to life. The
first chapters help the reader to make sense of the text, either in translation or the original Greek.
Later chapters deal with the themes that Plato raises, treating Plato as a contemporary. Plato is
inexhaustible: he speaks to many different people of different generations and from different
backgrounds. The Republic is not just an ancient text: it never ceases to be relevant to
contemporary concerns, and it demands fresh discussion in every age. The Republic by Plato and
Translated by Benjamin Jowett. The Republic is a Socratic dialogue, written by Plato around 380
BC, concerning justice, the order and character of the just, city-state, and the just man. THE
Republic of Plato is the longest of his works with the exception of the Laws, and is certainly the
greatest of them. There are nearer approaches to modern metaphysics in the Philebus and in the
Sophist; the Politicus or Statesman is more ideal; the form and institutions of the State are more
clearly drawn out in the Laws; as works of art, the Symposium and the Protagoras are of higher
excellence. But no other Dialogue of Plato has the same largeness of view and the same
perfection of style; no other shows an equal knowledge of the world, or contains more of those
thoughts which are new as well as old, and not of one age only but of all. Nowhere in Plato is



there a deeper irony or a greater wealth of humor or imagery, or more dramatic power. Nor in
any other of his writings is the attempt made to interweave life and speculation, or to connect
politics with philosophy. The Republic is the centre around which the other Dialogues may be
grouped; here philosophy reaches the highest point to which ancient thinkers ever attained. Plato
among the Greeks, like Bacon among the moderns, was the first who conceived a method of
knowledge, although neither of them always distinguished the bare outline or form from the
substance of truth; and both of them had to be content with an abstraction of science which was
not yet realized. Part of the new Ladybird Expert series, Plato's Republic is an accessible,
authoritative, and timely introduction to the influential dialogue that helped shape all Western
literature and philosophy. Written by distinguished philosopher and professor Angie Hobbs,
Plato's Republic explores the age-old dilemma: Why should I be just? What is a just society, and
how can it be created? With strikingly relevant questions such as: How can women's potential be
actualized? How are democracies subverted by demagogues and tyrants? How dangerous are
'alternative facts' and what can we do about them? This text is still essential reading. With the
emergence of democracy in the city-state of Athens in the years around 460 BC, public speaking
became an essential skill for politicians in the Assemblies and Councils - and even for ordinary
citizens in the courts of law. In response, the technique of rhetoric rapidly developed, bringing
virtuoso performances and a host of practical manuals for the layman. While many of these were
little more than collections of debaters' tricks, the Art of Rhetoric held a far deeper purpose. Here
Aristotle (384-322 BC) establishes the methods of informal reasoning, provides the first aesthetic
evaluation of prose style and offers detailed observations on character and the emotions. Hugely
influential upon later Western culture, the Art of Rhetoric is a fascinating consideration of the
force of persuasion and sophistry, and a compelling guide to the principles behind oratorical
skill. Plato's Republic is one of the best-known and most widely-discussed texts in the history of
philosophy. But how might we get to the heart of this work today, 2,500 years after its original
composition? Alain Badiou breathes life into Plato's landmark text and revives its universality.
Rather than producing yet another critical commentary, he has instead worked closely on the
original Greek and, through spectacular changes, adapted it to our times. In this innovative
reimagining of Plato's work, Badiou has removed all references specific to ancient Greek
society—from lengthy exchanges about moral courage in archaic poetry to political
considerations mainly of interest to the aristocratic elite—and has expanded the range of cultural
references. Here, philosophy is firing on all cylinders: Socrates and his companions are joined by
Beckett, Pessoa, Freud, and Hegel, among others. Together these thinkers demonstrate that true
philosophy endures, ready to absorb new horizons without changing its essence. Moreover,
Badiou—who is also a dramatist—has transformed the Socratic dialogue into a genuine oratorial
contest. In his version of the Republic, the interlocutors do much more than simply agree with
Socrates. They argue, stand up to him, put him on the spot, and show thought in motion. In this
work of dramatic scholarship and philosophy, we encounter a modern version of Plato's text that
is alive, stimulating, and directly relevant to our own world. The Republic is a dialogue by Plato
in which the famous Athenian philosopher examines the nature of an ideal society. The insights
are profound and timeless. A landmark of Western literature, The Republic is essential reading
for philosophy students. A compilation of the essential works of Plato in one paperback volume:
The Republic, The Symposium, Parmenides, Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, and Phaedo.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • The extraordinary account of James Garfield's rise from poverty
to the American presidency, and the dramatic history of his assassination and legacy, from the
bestselling author of The River of Doubt. James Abram Garfield was one of the most
extraordinary men ever elected president. Born into abject poverty, he rose to become a



wunderkind scholar, a Civil War hero, a renowned congressman, and a reluctant presidential
candidate who took on the nation's corrupt political establishment. But four months after
Garfield's inauguration in 1881, he was shot in the back by a deranged office-seeker named
Charles Guiteau. Garfield survived the attack, but become the object of bitter, behind-the-scenes
struggles for power—over his administration, over the nation's future, and, hauntingly, over his
medical care. Meticulously researched, epic in scope, and pulsating with an intimate human
focus and high-velocity narrative drive, The Destiny of the Republic brings alive a forgotten
chapter of U.S. history.
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